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E.O.l 1652: CDES, TH, (GANEK, DAVID LEWIN) 

TAGS: DEATH OF DAVID LEWIN GANEK 

REFS: (A) STATE 176105 (NOTAL) 

(B) DEPARTMENT'S OM DATED 6/29/77 


1 . THE CONSULATE RECEIVED DEPARTMENT'S OM ON JULY 1 5 AND 

REPLIED DIRECTLY TO MR. FIDDLE IN A LETTER DATED JULY 20. 

COPY WAS ALSO SENT TO SCS. THAT LETTER INCLUDED THE 

FOLLOWING 

INFORMATION; 

2. "STATE OF FORENSIC MEDICINE IN NORTH THAILAND IS HARDLY 
COMPARABLE TO THAT IN THE UNITED STATES. ...EQUIPMENT AND FACILI- 
TIES ARE SIMPLY NOT AVAILABLE WHICH WOULD ALLOW THE KIND OF 
TISSUE EXAMINATION WHICH MIGHT BE FOLLOWED IN THE UNITED STATES. 

3. "UPON RECEIPT OF YOUR LETTER WE AGAIN SPOKE WITH DR. 

SRI SRIDUKRI....SHE STATED THAT WHEN THE AUTOPSY WAS PERFORMED 
THERE WAS NO PRECISE MEASUREMENT MADE OF THE AMOUNT OF MEPRO- 
BAMATE IN DAVID'S SYSTEM. IT WAS NOTED, HOWEVER THAT THE 
DRUG WAS PRESENT IN HIS STOMACH, LIVER, AND BLOODSTREAM, WHICH 
INDICATES THAT THE AMOUNT INGESTED WAS CON SIDERABLE. .. .WHILE 
MEPROBAMATE WAS THE ONLY DRUG WHICH DR. SRISUKRI IDENTIFIED, 

SHE STATED THAT SHE COULD NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY 
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THAT OTHER DRUGS OR TOXIC SUBSTANCES WERE PRESENT, THOUGH 
UNDETECTED." 

4. OUR LETTER OF JULY 20 INCLUDES ALL THE INFORMATION WE 
HAVE REGARDING THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING MR. GANEK'S 
DEATH. WE VERY FRANKLY BELIEVE THAT A SKILLED AND TRAINED 
INVESTIGATOR WOULD NOT AT THIS TIME BE ABLE TO COME 
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UP WITH ANYTHING MORE. AS WE STATE IN THE LETTER, IT IS 
PROBABLY IMPOSSIBLE TO DETERMINE WITH ANY CERTAINTY EXACTLY 
WHAT CAUSED MR. GANEK'S DEATH. WE ARE REASONABLY CERTAIN 
HOWEVER THAT IT WAS ACCIDENTAL, PROBABLY THE RESULT OF HIS 
UNFAMILIARITY WITH MEPROBAMATE AND OTHER DRUGS THAT ARE SOLD 
HERE. AS WE CONCLUDE IN THE LETTER, "IT WAS A TRAGIC AC- 
CIDENT OF A KIND THAT STRIKES ALL TOO OFTEN THOSE WHO ARE 
IN UNFAMILIAR SURROUNDINGS AND RISK EXPERIMENTING WITH 
LOCAL DRUGS OR MEDICATION." 

5. REGRET THAT A MAJOR PROBLEM IN HANDLING INQUIRIES IN 
THIS CASE AS WELL AS IN SIMILAR CASES IS THE VERY SLOW MAIL 
SERVICE FROM THIS REMOTE POST AND THE UNITED STATES. APO 
MAIL IS DELIVERED BY TWICE WEEKLY DIPLOMATIC POUCH FROM 
BANGKOK AND RETURNED IN THE SAME MANNER. 

TANNER 
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